
March2026 1st UNITED METHODIST CHURCH—Aurelia, IA 

       GIVING      GROWING 
       LOVING  

The Lenten Journey 
By: Celeste Cummins 

 Throughout the forty-day journey of Lent, which began on Ash Wednesday, we 
contemplate Christ’s suffering and death.  From a human standpoint, nothing about it 
makes sense.  Why would anyone willingly endure torture and death for someone else? 
From a divine standpoint, since sin entered the world through one man, God and man 
could only be reconciled to each other through another Man (1 Corinthians 15:21-22).  
That Man, of course, was Jesus.   
 Holy Week, which begins on Palm Sunday, can be summed up in three words:    
solemn, somber, and sad.  Jesus’ week begins with a triumphal procession.  Praise was 
poured out upon him by the crowds. He was adorned a hero.  But, by Thursday evening, 
everything falls apart.  The lips that praised him earlier that week, now shouted, “Crucify 
him!” One disciple betrayed him for a pocket of coins.  The disciples who had followed 
him, listened to him preach, watched him heal people, fled and scattered. Another        
disciple denied knowing him. Jesus was left alone to be mocked, flogged, ridiculed, and 
eventually, crucified.   
 Jesus, as true God, could have said, “Enough! I’m not doing this.” Yet, he did not.  
Jesus’ love for you and me motivated him to endure these horrible days.  His compassion, 
his grace for us held him to the cross to save us. Grace means we are able to reap the  
benefits of God’s love, forgiveness, and everlasting life because of Christ’s suffering, 
death, and resurrection.  Yet, it does not stop there.  His compassion trickles down to us to 
allow his grace to overflow in our lives and impact the people we meet.  We are to share 
that grace with others.   

When the Lenten journey ends, it will be spring.  Spring is the time for renewal. 
Spring is the time for growth.  Spring is the time for planting and scattering seeds.  This 
spring, scatter the seeds of God’s grace in the world, so that others can see the eternal 
power of Christ’s love.   
(This was based off of two devotions written by me titled “Scattering Seeds of Grace” and “The Holy Week Journey” published in A Season of 
Grace – Lent Devotions for Seniors by Creative Communications for the Parish, copyright 2026; used by permission). 



The information regarding Pastor Lopez has been sent out via email to members of 
AFUMC.  It is also being included here for those members who may not have heard or do 
not have email and would like to read the letters themselves.  

This first item is from the DS, Pastor Michel Lundula.  It was emailed to members on    
Sunday, February 15, 2026 and explains that Pastor Lopez will no longer be serving at 
Aurelia First after February.  - Celeste  

Announcement from the Bishop & Cabinet the Iowa Conference of the United Meth-
odist Church 

Dear Members and Friends of Aurelia United Methodist Church, 

I am praying that the Lord continues to support and encourage you in our mission of 
making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 

Due to challenges related to transferring Pastor Brenton Lopez’s clergy membership 
from his home  denomination to the United Methodist Church, we are unable to move 
forward with his candidacy in the Iowa Conference of the United Methodist Church.  
Consequently, Pastor Brenton Lopez will conclude his ministry at Aurelia United Meth-
odist Church at the end of February 2026. Pastor Lopez will continue to be in the parson-
age until the end of March. The possibility of extending the stay in the parsonage will  
depend on Pastor Brenton, the Board of Trustees, and the District Superintendent. 

The SPRC will work closely with District Superintendent Rev. Michel Lundula to begin 
the process for a new appointment. 

Please keep Pastor Brenton Lopez and his family in your prayers during this time of    
transition. Be assured that the Bishop and the Cabinet are praying for both your          
congregation and Pastor Brenton’s family. 

In Christ, 

Rev. Dr. Michel Lundula, DS 

 

 

 

A follow-up letter from the Office of the Bishop was emailed to members of AFUMC on 
February 24, 2026. It is included on the following pages.   
  

 

 



The letter from the Bishop continues on the next page... 





Introducing Pastor Paul Evans 
Pastor Paul Evans is a retired UMC Pastor who has been appointed by the DS to 
serve Aurelia First until July 2026. It is our hope that by then the Cabinet will 
have found a new appointment to serve in our    congregation.  Here is a little       
information that Pastor Paul wrote for us about himself.   

 

In the Bible the call of God comes in many different ways and in its own time.      
Samuel hears God’s voice calling while sleeping in the Temple. The Apostle Paul   
experiences the blinding light on his way to Damascus. David is anointed king as a 
small boy years before he actually takes the throne of Israel. Abraham is called by 
God in his old age to pull up stakes and go to the place God will show him. 

I myself was not ever expecting to go into ministry in the beginning. I was raised on a 
dairy farm right on Highway 20 just east of Correctionville, Iowa. My parents had 
eight children (seven boys and one girl) and I am number seven. After graduation 
from Eastwood High School I worked for my Dad for six years and then took over the 
operation in partnership with my youngest brother for another six years.  

I met my wife, Sandy from Moville, Iowa, on a blind date and we were married on 
June 23, 1979. We have one son, Luke, who was born in April of 1987 and is now the 
pastor of the Clear Lake United Methodist Church.  

In the fall of 1983 Sandy and I took over the leadership of the UMYF in Cushing and 
from there I experienced a call to ministry. I left the farming operation to my brother 
and began my educational journey at Westmar College in LeMars. While attending 
Westmar I served the Seney United Methodist Church my last three years until    
graduation. From there we moved to Colorado where I attended Iliff School of      
Theology earning my M.Div. in 1994. While attending Iliff, I served two small    
country churches in northeast Colorado—LeRoy & Pleasant Valley UMC’s. 

After graduating from Iliff we moved back to Iowa and served Bedford/Gravity 
UMC’s (1994-1998) and was ordained as a elder at Annual Conference in 1996. I 
then moved to Kingsley UMC (1998-2006) where Luke graduated from Kingsley-
Pierson High School. Next I served Ogden Community UMC (2006-2011), Garner 
UMC (2011-2019), and finally serving Independence UMC until I retired in July of 
2024. We now live in Laurens, Iowa. 

We are looking forward to meeting you and serving these next few months as we all 
prepare for your new appointment in July. May God continue to bless the ministry 
and service of Aurelia 1st United Methodist Church in the coming months and into 
the future as we all bear witness to the glory of our Lord and Savior,  Jesus Christ. 

Pastor Paul Evans 
 





 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer	Focus 
This month, please pray for Aurelia 
First United Methodist Church that 
our journey to finding a new Pastor 

may be brief.   

Noisy	Offering 
for	March 

 

AFUMC	VBS 

“Experiencing  
the Heart of Jesus”  

This is the title of the Bible 
study by Max Lucado that we 
are studying on Wednesday 
evenings from 6:30—7:30 
pm. All are welcome to      
attend the Bible study.   

Ladies Hour 
The ladies will meet on Thursday, 
March 19th at 1:00 pm.  All are   
welcome to come!  

40th Annual Sermons Ala Carte 

Memorial Presbyterian Church—127 E Willow St—Cherokee  

Invites you to... 
Worship and Lunch Wednesdays during Lent 

Service: 12:05 pm 
Lunch: 12:30 pm 

Cost: $5.00 

WelcomŬ, PastoƝ Pauƈ  

anŪ Sandƻ Evanơ! 

  If you would like to speak to Pastor Paul 
for any reason, you may contact him via  

          Phone (712) 490-9693  

                     --- or ---  

     Email – paul.evans@iaumc.net 

Please do reach out to him if you are 
undergoing any health issues, find your-
self in a hospital, or experience the 
death of someone close to you.   



The following students are preparing to be      
Confirmed that day… 

* Sadie Bengtson 

* Allie Fordyce 

* Aubree Noble 

* Brody Pressley 

* Brantley Sargent 

Please pray for them during their last month 
of instruction and as their Confirmation   
approaches.  







Everyone is welcome! 

Join us! 

Contact	Information 
 

 Aurelia First UMC:  Pastor:   
 31 Valor Rd.   Paul Evans 
 Aurelia, Iowa  51005 Sec/Treas: 
          Celeste Cummins 
  
 Telephone: 712-434-5994  
 Website: www.aureliafumc.org 
 Office Email: afumc4all@newulmtel.net 


